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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE '/C 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION LL 1 



Cincinnati, Ohio 
April 24, 1964 



RE; APPEARANCE OF MARK LANS AT 

OHIO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 
AUDITORIUM, COLUMBUS, OHIO 
APRIL 22, 1964 

At 4: CO p.M. April 22, 1964, Mark Lana, who was 
introduced as a New York attorney; former member of the New 
York State Legislature; counsel for New- York CORE; chairman 
of the Citizens Committee of Inquiry; and one who specializes 
in civil liberties and civil rights , appeared as a speaker 
at the auditorium of the Ohio Museum or Natural History, Columbus, 
Ohio. Appearance was . sponsored by the Students For Lioaral 
Action (SLA), a recognized organization on the campus of 
Ohio State. University, Columbus, Ohio.. The title of n is 
speech was announced as "Assassination of President Kennedy 
and the Def ens e of Las Oswald". The affair was open to the 
public and am admission .fee of 25 cents was charged. The 
appearance termina ted at approximately oiOGU? .M. 



"Summarlz ad /below are . the major ..points presented oy 



■Lane: 



'v£ (1>$- A tithe'- time of -.Lee Oswald's arrest there was 
not. one shred of:: credible evidence to link him with tne 
assassination .or with .the murder::. of patrolman Tippit and 
Others., is;- none today! 

T'uh' ' 

Ajh-M’ (2) The. national .r-ewsuaedia -.distorted Oswald's 

alleged participation in the assassination. Lane exhibited ,; 

-F photographs ■ ■ from various national, magazines which he claimed 
had been altered; he said that ' the F3X had revealed tnat 
...Oswald's oistol had been purchased in September, 15o3, wnereas 
..."Life" magazine • showed Oswald had in hxs possession tne 
( ’ pistol in: March, 1963; and pointed out differences in pfcoto- 
' graces of. Oswald’s rifle.. .. 
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(3) The entire investigation is sn.~oud.aa m 
sacracv. Luna ’ s recant testimony befoia ttia warraa Commission 
was classified "Top Secret" even though b- racuas cod mat 
his testimony he made public. Ha was made aware that any 
disclosure by "tin of his testimony would oa in violation or 
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la 13, U.S. 



.oca . 



(4) Thera was disagreement among investigators in 
regard to the description of the rifle round on the s men 
floor of the Taras Book Depository Building. Attar the £31 
announced that tha rifle round was a 6.5 n Itaxxan carbine. 
District Attorney Wade delivered his statamants regarding the 
rifle and other evidanca to confirm FBI findings . 



(5) Dallas Polios Chief Curry announced that 
oarsffin tests acministarad to Oswald proved Oswald was tna 
assassin "Ho question about it." Lane claimed to nave a 
cco y of tree rasults of this test which showad only nxtrata 
deposits on Oswald’s right hand, not on his face. 



(5) Tha Iona witness to the shooting oi pa^olnan 
Tiwnit, " — " Douise Markham, described the murderer as 

short, srcctr, with bushy hair, which dascriptxon as totally 
diff sratrn frrrrx that of Oswald. Lane said-it was "cimcult” 
to interview Markham because she had been sworn by agents or 
-y the FBiy Secret Service, and dozens of Dallas police officers 
h'uot to das cuss the matter. 



(7) 'A used car lot owner Warren Reynolds, 

'...'■who probably saw the fleeing murderer of Patrolman Txppxt, 

■ y later was mysteriously shot, his suspect assailant captured 
■."but later . released because of ' testimony of me alibx witness. 
tfe'That 'witness , Betty bhcDonald," former stripper in jack Ruby's 
Ay. night club, later was arrested and committed suicxae while 
h^in custody. These, event si. have not been .publicized. 

(3) Every investigative' agency has concluded that 
Oswald committed the assassination but derails as to how me 
did it have been repeatedly changed. 



Lf- . (9) Thraa physicians at tha Parkland Memorial 

;-k- Hospital who first, administered to the dying presicant, 

LA stated.' he had been, shot - from the front and. that the wound. 
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is clearly an entrance wound. The doctors were not questioned 

by any investigator for more than one month, but then two ! 

Secret Service agents, with autopsy report in their possession, 

told the examining physicians they were in error and that the 

throat was an exit, not an entrance, wound. j 

i 

(10) Lane interviewed witnesses who claimed the ! 

shot sounded as though it had come from the direction of 

the concrete overpass and not from the Texas Book Depository 
Building. 

(11) How would Oswald know' the proposed route of 

the Presidential motorcade was to have been detoured past ! 

the Texas Book Depository when the published map showed no 1 

such route? Why would the motorcade detour? 

(12) After the assassination, authorities failed 
to "seal orf" the area in the immediate vicinity and checked 
no outgoing transportation from the city. 

(13) Oswald was an "extremely poor" mark sum in 
the U.5, karma Corps and the weapon allegedly used was 
of int ardor grade- 



(14) The P3I had interviewed Mrs. RUTH PAINE, 
shortly before the assassination and was informed that Oswald 
•’ Was employed at the Texas Book Depository. Oswald was not 
surveiiled on the day of the assassination, nor were 23 other 
c persons known to. the PBI as subversive surveiiled. Any 
• .person ; who - had.’ spoken out -in favor of- school integration,- however, 
j : was followed" ' on November 22," 1963, by the PBI, Secret 
Service, andtthc Dallas Police Department. 

There- 'is now no attorney to represent Oswald's At. 

- interest.'. or- to ycloselyp examine evidence. Lane does not 
have the answer : as . to who:, assassinated President Kennedy, 
but will continue '-to -investigate the crime and wants the 
American public to look for intelligible answers. 
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APPENDIX 



MARK LANE 



The "Maw York Herald Tribune" newspaper cared 
January 15, 1354, page 7, column 1, contained an article entailed 
"Oswald's Mother Hires Lane," This article stated that on 
January 14, 1554, Mrs . Marguerite C. Oswald, mother of accused 
assassin Lee Harvey Oswald, announced she had hired Mara Lane 
to represent her slain son before the Warren Commission 
investigating the murder of President Jonn F. Kennedy, According 
to this article, Mrs. Oswald stated she had been in contact with 
Lane curing his stay in Fort Worth, Texas, the previous weekend. 
It was also pointed out that Lane had accepted the case aitnough 
Mrs. Oswald stated she had no funds with which to pay ham. 

The April 2, 1554, issue of the "Mew York Times," 
page 37, column 5, contained an article captioned "Mother or 
Oswald Finds- Tie With Lane." The article indicated Mrs. 

Margtrsrdra Oswald- said she had dismissed Mark Lane, her New 
York lawyer, and that he should stop any "organized campaign” 
en b ehalf : of her son through his "Citizens Committee or inquiry . " 
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